REGISTER OF 

CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Title of Publication: 

Velvet No. 96 March 2005 

Other Known Title: 

Velvet March 2005 

Format: 

Magazine 

Director/ Author: 

Not Applicable 

Producer/Publisher: 

Velvet Publications, Inc 

Country of Origin: 

USA 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Comptroller of Customs 

Distributor: 

Not Applicable 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is 
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 


Descriptive Note: Not Applicable. 

Display Conditions: Either 

That, when the publication is on public display, the 
classification given to the publication must be shown by 
way of a label affixed to the front cover of the publication 
in such a manner that it is visible through the clear window 
of a sealed opaque package. 

and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in a 
sealed, opaque package made entirely of opaque material 
other than a clear window on the front of the package 

Or 

That, when the publication is on public display, the 
classification given to the publication must be shown by 
way of a label affixed to the front cover of the publication 
in such a manner that it is visible at all times. 
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and 


That the publication must not be publicly displayed in any 
place in which the publication is available for supply, and 
must be shown in that place only to persons who make a 
direct request for the publication; 

Or 

That, when the publication is on public display, the 
classification given to the publication must be shown by 
way of a label affixed to the front cover of the publication 
in such a manner that it is visible at all times. 

And 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in 
premises, or a part of premises, set aside for the public 
display of restricted publications (whether or not articles 
other than restricted publications are also displayed in 
those premises or that part of those premises). 

Date of entry in Register: 23 September 2005 

Date of direction to issue a label: 21 September 2005 

OFLCNo: 501227 


Excisions: Not Applicable. 

Reasons for excisions: 

Not Applicable 


Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The magazine Velvet No. 96 March 2005 is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained 
the age of 18 years. 

The magazine is dominated by explicit photo spreads featuring women engaging in sexual activity, 
either alone, or with a male or female partner or partners. It also has stories, articles and 
advertisements focusing on sex. A small number of advertisements play on a theme relating to the 
sexual attraction of mature teenage women, however the cumulative effect of these advertisements 
does not reach a threshold that could fairly be said to lead the magazine to tend to promote or 
support the exploitation of young persons for sexual purposes. The magazine has one article with 
text and images that are particularly degrading and demeaning to the women in the article, and by 
association to women generally, but not to such an extent and degree that the magazine is likely to 
be injurious if it is available to an adult audience. 
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The right to freedom of expression, as set out in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, has 
been weighed against the likelihood of injury to the public good. The injury lies in young people 
under the age of 18 years developing negative attitudes and behaviours relating to gender roles, 
sexuality and intimate relationships. As even teenagers in their mid-teens are likely to lack the 
maturity and experience with which to deal with the magazine's adult content, the limitation to 
persons 18 years and over is a minimum restriction for reducing likely injury to the public good. 
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